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To map county-level data, please submit a 
spreadsheet following the example below. This should 
include county names in one column (Column A) and 
the data you would like mapped in a second column 
(Columns C and D). If you have the county FIPS code 
in your dataset (Column B), please include this as 
well.

If you have point locations and would like to calculate 
sums, rates, or ratios per county or region, please 
view the Point Level tab and let us know what type of 
aggregation you would like applied. We can calculate 
rates using population data from sources such as 
Texas Demographic Center or US Census Bureau.
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If you have data that is already aggregated to the 
regions you would like mapped, please submit a 
spreadsheet following the example below. The CHS 
GIS Team maintains a geodatabase of commonly 
used regions and we can join this table to our 
existing spatial data layers.

If you need to create new regions based on groups 
of counties, please submit a spreadsheet following 
the example below. 
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For each county, include the region or group the 
county belongs to (Column D). The CHS GIS Team 
can aggregate from the county-level data to your 
custom regions.

For regions based on other units, such as ZIP 
codes, please email GIS@dshs.texas.gov and we 
can provide guidance.
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If you have addresses you would like mapped, please 
submit a spreadsheet following the example below. 
We prefer having the Address, City, and ZIP code in 
separate columns.

The CHS GIS Team also maintains or can acquire 
spatial data on many point datasets, such as hospitals 
or Federally Qualified Health Centers, if you would like 
to include those locations in your map. 

If you are requesting a web map, please let us know 
if there are additional spatial variables you would 
like included. For example, we can add columns 
representing the county, public health region, and 
trauma service area that a facility is located in. These 
variables can be used to add filters and query widgets 
in web maps.
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Highlighted or colored data are not 
recognized and must be converted/
labeled appropriately if it is to be 
emphasized (C or D) on the map.

Please leave cells with missing data 
blank. Including “NA” text to indicate 
missing data will cause the column 
to be read as text by the GIS.

Too many variables or tabs can 
make it unclear what needs to be 
mapped. Please make sure variables 
have legible names and please 
consolidate your data, providing 
only what’s neccessary to facilitate 
the request. 

OR

Dos and Don’ts
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