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Texas Syphilis EIA/CIA Screening Algorithm  
(may also be referred to as a Reverse Algorithm) 

 
Treponemal Test* 
(EIA/CIA or FTA) 

No infection 
or 

Recent syphilis infection** 

Reflex Quantitative  
non-treponemal test (RPR) 

Second (different)  
Treponemal test#

 Assess for history of syphilis and 
signs/symptoms 

 If untreated, stage and treat 
 If treated and 4-fold increase of non-treponemal 

titer, assess for re-infection or treatment failure  Probable false positive EIA 
 If high risk: repeat treponemal EIA (and 

non-treponemal test if EIA is still +) 

 Assess for history of untreated syphilis and signs/symptoms 
 If treated, no further action 
 If untreated, consider stage and treat for latent syphilis 

o F/U in one week for RPR and Jarisch-Herxheimer reaction 
o If low risk, consider repeat EIA in 3-4 weeks (and repeat non-

treponemal test if EIA still +) 

* Not useful if history of treated syphilis or neonatal 
** Re-evaluate as appropriate 
# RPR negative, confirmatory positive fails to meet 
the CDC surveillance criteria for syphilis case 
definition and should be administratively closed 
unless symptoms are present. 


