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Plano Independent School District
Grade Level Pediculosis (Lice) Letter
Date: ___________

Dear Parent/Guardian:
Several cases of head lice (pediculosis) have been documented in your child’s grade level. Your child’s class was screened during the school day. Please remember that this is a screening. There is a possibility that a case can go undetected.

If head lice are found in your child’s hair, it is recommended to treat with a medicated shampoo per current Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommendations. This special shampoo can be purchase at any pharmacy or grocery store. The presence of head lice is not a serious medical condition, but needs to have diligent parental cooperation to control. Therefore, we are asking that you check your child’s hair daily for two weeks.

If you look closely at the scalp you may see the following characteristics:

· Head lice are very small, crawling insects approximately 1/8 inch long.

· Head lice do not fly or jump.

· Nits (eggs) range in color from brown to grayish-white, are teardrop shaped, and can be attached anywhere on the hair strand.

· Nits are most frequently found at the nape of the neck, behind the ears, and/or under ponytails (it is recommended that all hair clips, ponytails and/or braids be removed to check for lice).
· Nits can be differentiated from hair care residue. Nits are firmly cemented to the hair shaft and cannot be brushed or flicked out of the hair. Hair care residue (hair spray, gel, dandruff) can be easily removed from the hair.  
Additional information can be found at: http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/schoolhealth/lice.shtm
http://www.cdc.gov/parasites/lice/head/treatment.html
If head lice or nits are found in your child’s hair, please notify your school nurse as soon as possible for instructions on care and re-entry into the classroom.

Sincerely,


















School Nurse, RN








   










      
Rev. 3/13

